
 EMMANUEL LAYAN & associés pay homage to LEE UFAN

A previously unrecorded work by the contemporary artist, 
discovered in Southwest France, will be sold at auction in 
Bordeaux on 20 June 2021

lee
ufan



Sale

Sunday 20 June 2021 in Bordeaux and 
online at www.drouotonline.com

Auctioneer:  Layan & Associés
Expert: Cabinet Ansas & Papillon

An internationally renowned artist, 
exhibited in the world’s most 
important museums, Lee Ufan is 
also acclaimed by collectors who 
compete for his works at levels 
exceeding a million euros. 

An event for the French art market, a work by 
this South Korean artist will be auctioned in 
Bordeaux on Wednesday, 20 June 2021 by 
Emmanuel Layan & associés in conjunction with 
experts from the offices of Ansas & Papillon. 

With an estimate of €400,000 to  €700,000, 
«From Point (in Paris) n° 770122 » will be 
presented in a single-lot auction solely devoted 
to this previously unrecorded painting by the 
minimalist painter that was discovered in the 
attic of a property in Southwest France.



This painting has never 
been on the market. It was 
in fact acquired directly from 
the artist in the late 1970s 
through an exchange of 
works with the father of the 
current owner of the house in 
Southwest France where this 
painting was found.

“From Point (in Paris) n° 
770122» stands out from 
other paintings in the artist’s 
corpus by the use of the color 
orange, rare in his works, as 
well as by the mention of a 
location, Paris, an important 
city for Lee Ufan and one 
where he has regularly 
resided since the 1970s.

Characteristic of the artist, 
this painting is for the 
auctioneer and the expert 
totally «paradigmatic» of 
his work. It comes from the 
famous series «From Point» 
and «From Line» where 
Lee Ufan initiated his work 
on the repeated motif and 
the question of time and 
emptiness, subjects which 
are to be found throughout 
his art.

3 KEY POINTS 

 Following its rediscovery in the attic of a 
home in the French Southwest, this previously 
unrecorded work by the famous South Korean 
artist Lee Ufan (born in 1936) will be auctioned 
in Bordeaux on Sunday 20 June 2021 bearing 
an estimate of €400,000 to €700,000. 

 « None of the heirs of this house ever even 
suspected its existence! This large-format 
painting had in fact been stored there for 
several decades », explains auctioneer 
Emmanuel Layan, who identified the painting. 
Recently honored by the Centre Pompidou-
Metz in 2019, Lee Ufan has also been the 
subject of numerous solo exhibitions in major 
international museums 

 – at the Hermitage in St. Petersburg, 
the Guggenheim in New York and at the 
Chateau de Versailles  – 

and his works are still breaking auction 
records on the art market, in excess of one 
million euros, as the auctioneer reminds us, 
pointing out that the work will be the subject of 
an exceptional single-lot sale.

« The appearance of such an important work 
by Lee Ufan on the art market is extraordinary 
», explains Pierre Ansas, from Ansas & 
Papillon, a firm specializing in Asian art. The 
expert underlines the emblematic character of 
the work, which comes from the famous «From 
Point» and «From Line» series, initiated at the 
beginning of Lee Ufan’s career in the 1970s.

« From Point (in Paris) n° 770122 » stands out 
by the use of this color orange, uncommon in 
his corpus and which one finds in «Landscape I 
II III» a work of 1968 fundamental to his artistic 
approach. The present canvas is also one of 
the rare paintings by Lee Ufan to be situated, 
moreover in a city of particular importance to 
him, Paris, where he has regularly resided 
since the 1970s.  



« I discovered the painting from a 
photograph sent to me by its owner. 
From the outset, the brilliance of 
the medium on the canvas totally 
fascinated me. This particularly 
luminous orange color intrigued 
me. In fact, I had never had the 
opportunity to see such pure 
pigment, without any trace of the 
glue that is essential for the binding 
of pigments... I wondered how the 
artist had been able to achieve this 
tour de force», srecalls Emmanuel 
Layan. The name Lee Ufan, a 
famous contemporary artist from 
South Korea, came to mind.  « I knew 
that the animal glue that he used 
would totally disappear {over time} 
becoming absolutely imperceptible 
» The use of a pure mineral 

Emmanuel Layan soon learned 
that the owner’s father had met Lee 
Ufan in person in the late 1970s. « 
At the time, his father was working 
as an artist and had been invited to 
participate in a show at the Belgian 
gallery Spectrum in Antwerp, where 
an exhibition of Lee Ufan’s work had 
just finished », «, the auctioneer 
tells us. The paintings of the father 
were to be hung after Lee Ufan’s 
paintings had been taken down.
« Their works were the first to meet. 
And there are in fact, real aesthetic 
affinities between their two worlds. 
Authors of monochrome works, 
close to minimal art, the two artists 
shared a sincere artistic complicity » 
This meeting at the Spectrum Gallery 
dates back to 1976. However, it was 
only one year later, in 1977, that 

THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE 
PAINTING MADE POSSIBLE BY 
ITS USE OF PURE PIGMENT

AN EXCHANGE OF WORKS 
WITH LEE UFAN 
IN THE LATE 1970S

pigment, recurrent in the artist’s 
work, is a direct echo of the «Nihon-
ga» artistic movement, initiated in 
Japan in the 1880s, which took up 
traditional Japanese techniques. 
« This painting reflects the artist’s 
cultural attachment to Japan and 
the Japanese tradition. Marked 
by the two cultures, Lee Ufan was 
born in 1936 in South Korea, still 
under Japanese domination, before 
residing in Japan on a regular basis 
from the 1950s»

Lee Ufan produced  « From Point 
(in Paris) n° 770122 », a painting 
that the South Korean artist gave 
to the father of the current owner 
in 1979, as part of an exchange of 
works. The latter had indeed set up 
this system of trading works with 
artists who inspired him and whose 
work he admired before definitively 
interrupting his artistic career in the 
1980s.



It was at the end of the 1970s that Lee Ufan 
developed 
« From Point » 
and « From Line », 
two pictorial series to which this painting 
belongs, and which would leave a lasting 
mark on his work as an artist. In these very 
minimal paintings, the artist repeats the 
same motif: whether it is a line of paint, 
«From Line», or a mark, «From Point». 
« After dipping his brush into the paint, Lee 
Ufan then deposits a series of repeated dots 
on the canvas until the material is exhausted 
», explains Emmanuel Layan. Lee Ufan 
is thus directly inspired by the Chinese 
calligraphy he learned as a child:
« When I was little, I was asked to put dots 
or place lines, until the ink disappeared. If 
you draw a line, the color that was on the 
brush at the beginning disappears little by 
little. (...) So it’s exactly as I learned when 
I was a child », revealed the artist. As with 
the calligrapher, Lee Ufan’s gestures are 
fundamental in the creation of the works 
in this series. He positions the canvas on 
the ground, and then places himself in 
front of it, the torso parallel to this support, 
to physically feel each application of the 
medium. « LThe relationship to the physical 
gesture and to this moment devoted 
to creation are essential to his artistic 
approach », remarks the auctioneer. 

THE ARTIST’S 
EMBLEMATIC 

SERIES

FROM
POINT

Through this mechanical gesture, Lee Ufan questions the passage of time, continues 
Emmanuel Layan, recalling the title chosen for the retrospective organized at the Centre 
Pompidou Metz in 2019: « Habiter le temps » (Living in Time).
« The repeated pattern gradually fades away as the brush empties, so that the very last dot 
will be almost invisible. But already, a new line is taking shape, like an eternal starting over, 
like the renewal of the seasons or the repetition of the hours contrasted by the singularity of 
the moments of our existence » This relationship to time, space, emptiness and the visible 
exists throughout the whole of his oeuvre. Pierre Ansas thus recalls that: « Lee Ufan has 
retained this metaphysical approach to art, which today finds an even greater resonance in 
the art world and in today’s society as a whole. He remains one of the most influential Korean 
artists, and in 2022 he will inaugurate his new foundation in Arles, designed by the renowned 
Japanese architect Tadao Andô»

A METAPHYSICAL APPROACH TO ART

Discover the video presentation of the work
by clicking on the image 



DESCRIPTION

Lee U-Fan 1936
«From Point (in Paris) n° 770122»
Orange mineral pigment bound with animal glue over a light orange ground on canvas.
64 x 108 cm.
Signed and dated BR “L. UFAN 77”. Signed and inscribed with the title on the back «From point 
(in Paris)/N°770122,/Leeufan»
Signed and dated by the artist in Chinese characters 
Estimate: €400 000 - €700 000 
Acquired directly from the artist in 1979.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Sale at auction: Sunday 20 June 2021 at 2:30 PM  
Hôtel des ventes Tourny
38 Rue Lafaurie De Monbadon
33000 Bordeaux, France 

Follow the sale live on www.drouotonline.com

The exhibition, held in compliance with the current sanitary 
measures, will be open:
Friday 18 June & Saturday 19 June from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM
The morning of the sale from 10:00 - 12:00 AM

Contact Salesroom
Auctioneer:  Emmanuel Layan & Associés
Telephone: + 33 (0)5.99.39.76
Email: contact@emmanuellayan.com

Contact Presse

capucine.bordet@artcento.com
+33 (0)6 87 14 84 73


