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Raden Syarif Bastaman SALEH 
(Semarang, Indonésie 1811 ou 

1814 - Bogor 1880)  

Route descendant 
du mont Megamendung 

134 x 165,5 cm

Oil on canvas (unlined)
Signed, dated and inscribed 

bottom right in red :
Raden Saleh F / Java 1861.

Stamped G. Rowney London 
on the reverse

Estimate: 
€1,000,000 - €1,500,000

©studioBaraja
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In the 19th century, the island of Java in 
the Indonesian archipelago was a Dutch 
colony. Although mainly populated by 
Dutch settlers, there was also a large 
German community as well. The Cassalette 
brothers, Felix and Ernst, as well as their 
nephew Eduard, all three originally from 
Aachen, were part of this community. 
They were avid collectors, with a passion 
for the humanities and art, and they made 
their fortune in trade starting in 1842. The 
painting, presented for sale by the French 
auction house of Daguerre on 2 December 
2021, was first owned by Eduard Cassalette, 
nephew of Felix, who probably acquired it 
directly from the artist during a trip to Java. 
The painting has remained in his direct line 
of descent to this day and represents one of 
the most important additions to the body 
of work of this rare artist. 

 The History of 
a prestigious 

painting

Raden Saleh (Semarang, Indonesia 1811 or 1814 - Bogor 
1880) was an Indonesian prince who showed a talent for 
drawing at a very young age. Following his introduction 
to the Belgian painter Antoine Payen, he left Java for a 
long journey in Europe, which lasted 23 years. He travelled 
through England, Scotland, Switzerland and Flanders where 
he met the portrait painter Jan Adam Kruseman (1804-
1862) and the landscape painter Andreas Schelfout (1787-
1870). During his journey, he also stayed in France where 
he met his mentor Horace Vernet. Raden Saleh’s talent as 
well as his refinement and erudition opened the doors of 
the Salon where he exhibited several paintings. King Louis-
Philippe even bought one of them. He was received with 
all the tributes due to his rank in all the courts of Europe, 
where he was looked upon as an exotic and cultured prince. 
Once back in Java in 1852, the artist painted numerous 
hunting scenes but from the 1860s onwards, he devoted 
himself to landscapes, which became one of his favourite 
subjects. The artist, who was very attached to nature and 
the tropical forest, produced several versions of Mount 
Megamendung. The painting presented here by Daguerre 
is not only the first but also the largest.
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Raden Saleh, Route descendant du mont MegamendungPress release

Friedrich Carl Albert Schreuel (att.)
Raden Saleh peignant une marine durant son séjour 

en Europe, 
Dresden, circa 1840,

Oil on canvas,
Courtesy of the Rijksmuseum

Walter Woodbury and James Page, An elegant residence belonging to European traders Ulrich et 
Sophie Niederer-Rumpus, Konigsplein, Batavia (Djakarta), circa 1860.  Albumen print, N° 17 from the first 
Cassalette album, views of Java

Walter Woodbury and James Page, Residence in the neo-Gothic style belonging to Raden Saleh, Batavia 
(Djakarta), circa 1860. Albumen print, N° 22 from the first Cassalette album, views of Java

James Page, 
Portrait of Eduard Cassalette, Java, 1858-1862.   

Carte-de-visite, albumen print
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Raden Saleh, Route descendant du mont Megamendung

A First and rare representation 
of the Megamendung Pass

The painting represents a view of the road that crosses the island of Java from east to 
west and runs through the Megamendung Pass. The artist’s other known views of the 
Megamendung were all painted 10 to 15 years later (between 1871 and 1879) and are now in 
museums or private collections. «This is the first, the largest and the one that will monopolize 
all of the artist’s energy during the year 1861» explains Stéphane Pinta from Cabinet Turquin.

This painting is the artist’s most important landscape by its imposing size and the care that 
was taken in its execution, where so many botanical details abound. If the atmosphere of the 
jungle and the tropical humidity are here perfectly transcribed, Raden Saleh is also offering 
us a scene from daily life. The central role that he gives to the luxuriant forest does not 
prevent his highlighting certain discrete narrative elements. In this Route descendant du 
mont Megamendung, shadows and light come together in harmony. In the centre of the 
canvas is a cart that seems to be hurtling down the slope. It is undoubtedly a mail coach.  
The coachman seems to be telling the man with a carrying pole   to get out of the way. In 
another view of the Megamendung (Cologne, Van Ham sale, 21 November 2008, N°. 678) we 
see that the slope was very steep indeed and that at times it was necessary to replace the 
horses with buffaloes.

One of Raden Saleh’s first 
landscapes

A NATURALIST PAINTING

Raden Syarif Bastaman SALEH 
( Semarang, Indonésie 1811 ou 

1814 - Bogor 1880)  
Detail of  Route descendant 

du mont Megamendung 

Estimate:  
1 000 000 / 1 500 000 € 

Raden Syarif Bastaman SALEH  
(Semarang, Indonésie 1811 ou 1814 - Bogor 1880)

Detail of Route descendant du mont Megamendung 



Strongly influenced by the German school of painting 
of the 19th century and in particular by painter Johann 
Christian Dahl (1788-1857), Raden Saleh approached the 
theme of landscape starting in 1853. As of the 1860s, 
landscape became one of his favourite genres. But if the 
influence of European painters is perceptible in Raden 
Saleh’s landscapes, he knows how to reinterpret them by 
drawing on his Javanese heritage.
In this painting, «we are straddling the line between the Far 
East and Europe», explains expert Eric Turquin. It is precisely 
«this great divide that is so exciting in Raden Saleh. We can 
see that he has a European academic background and that 
he uses it to spread the love of his country to which he is 
obviously very attached», he emphasizes.
The plants are represented with great detail and realism, 
witnesses of Raden Saleh’s careful observation, his training 
with the painter Antoine Payen, who did numerous 
botanical studies from nature, and the documented 
sources to which the artist had access. «The botanical side 
is very interesting. He certainly would have had to base his 
work on treatises on painting such as that of Pierre Henri 
de Valenciennes, which he may have had access to when he 
was in France», continues Eric Turquin. From Horace Vernet 
and the Dutch and German artists, Raden Saleh learned to 
render the atmosphere of a landscape and their influences 
are perceptible in our painting.
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Raden Saleh, Route descendant du mont Megamendung

When a landscape 
creates a dialogue 

between East and West

More than a topographical 
representation, in this painting 
Raden Saleh shares a testimony rich 
in naturalistic and sensitive details.

Raden Syarif Bastaman SALEH  (Semarang, Indonésie 1811 ou 1814 - Bogor 1880) 
Javanese Jungle, vers 1860, 105.1 × 186.7 cm  

© Smithsonian American Art Museum. 
Gift of Mrs. Sally Burbank Swart

Raden Syarif Bastaman SALEH  (Semarang, Indonésie 1811 ou 1814 - Bogor 1880) 
Mail Station at the Bottom of Mount Megamendung, 1871 

© Christie’s
Walter Woodbury et James Page

Allée van Djatie, faubourgs de Batavia (Djakarta), 
vers 1860. Épreuve albuminée, n 32 du premier album 

Cassalette, vues de Java

Raden Syarif Bastaman SALEH  
(Semarang, Indonésie 1811 ou 1814 - Bogor 1880)  

Details of Route descendant 
duemont Megamendung. 
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Communiqué de presse

With virtuosity, the Javanese artist transcribes the opulence of nature, the density and generosity of his 
native land, allowing the viewer to travel thousands of miles away from Western culture in an instant. «It is 
an ode to nature, to the tropical forest so different from European forests. We leave this forest free to grow 
as it pleases, it is a primary forest», details Stéphane Pinta from Cabinet Turquin.
«It is a painting that is intended for a German family», explains Eric Turquin. Raden Saleh wanted to share 
his love of the rainforest with his German patron.  He continues, «Germany is the country of the organized 
forest, planted with well aligned pine trees and here we have the opposite, the painting shows a virgin forest, 
unexploited».
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Raden Saleh, vue de la route descendant du mont Megamendung

An Ode to nature in Java Raden Syarif Bastaman SALEH 
(Semarang, Indonésie 1811 ou 1814 - Bogor 1880)  

Detail of Route descendant 
du mont Megamendung 

Estimate:  
1 000 000 / 1 500 000 € 

Discover the painting’s 
short film introduction
by clicking on the picture
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Raden Saleh, Route descendant du mont Megamendung

The remarkable rediscovery 
of a painting with impeccable 
provenance

The history of the painting can be traced from its origin 
to the present day. The Route descendant du mont 
Megamendung was acquired directly from the artist 
by Eduard Cassalette and has remained in the same 
family ever since. The work then went by descent 
to one of Eduard’s daughters, who was the owner of 
Wrijle Castle in Holland. In 1954 she decided to sell the 
castle and all its contents, including the painting, at 
auction. At the time of the sale, 70 years ago, Raden 
Saleh was out of fashion and the painting remained 
unsold. It thus remained in the family until today.

A painting acquired directly 
from the artist and kept in the 
same family until today

It is therefore a remarkable rediscovery of this painting, 
which was previously kept in Germany and which reappears 
today on the Paris market thanks to the auction house of 
Daguerre.
Let us note some of the very fine recent sales of works 
by Raden Saleh on the French market, notably the record 
price made in 2018 by the sale of the Chasse au Banteng. 
Appraised by Cabinet Turquin, that painting was sold 
by Maître Ruellan, auctioneer at the hôtel des ventes de 
Vannes, for 7.2 million euros, the world record for a painting 
by Raden Saleh. 

In order to provide the best service to its clients, Daguerre 
has approached the auction house that holds this world 
record.

A European family that has 
chosen the French art market

Raden Syarif Bastaman SALEH 
( Semarang, Indonésie 1811 ou 1814 - Bogor 1880)

Banteng hunt 
Oil on canva
110 x 180 cm

Our painting is accompanied by two albums of photographs 
- albumen prints - from the Cassalette family.

Collectors at heart and passionate about natural sciences, 
the Cassalettes were also interested in photography, a 
recent invention at the time. On 18 May 1857, in the wake 
of seafaring mariners, two young English adventurers 
arrived in Batavia. Walter Woodbury and James Page 
had met in Australia, where they had gone at the age of 
20 to seek their fortune, but without success. The island 
continent was not yet welcoming to the bold. Arriving 
in Java, however, they were met with more favourable 
circumstances; Prince Raden Saleh, recently returned to 
Java from Europe, had just opened a painting studio and a 
few European merchant families encouraged the arts and 
commissioned the young photographers, who multiplied 
their expeditions across the island and produced beautiful 
albums such as those presented here. They are among the 
oldest known, along with the album from the pharmacist 
of Batavia, which is now in the Rijksmuseum. 

These are true photographic incunabula.

 

The family Cassalette, 
a dynasty of erudite 

entrepreneurs

James Page
Portrait of Eduard Cassalette Java, 1858-1862. 

Carte de visite, albumin print

Walter Woodbury et James Page
Processus d’Harmonisation des pâtes d’indigo 
parvenues des différents villages. Centrale de 

Gambang, province de Ceribon, vers 1860. Épreuve 
albuminée, n 52 de l’album Cassalette, vues de Java



Located on rue du Cirque in Paris, a stone’s throw from the Champs-Elysées, and 
also established in Semur-en-Auxois in a beautiful 18th century mansion, as well as 
in Amboise, the Daguerre auction house was created in 1999 by Bertrand de Cotton 
and Benoît Derouineau, both graduates of the École du Louvre with professional 
experience at Christie’s London and Paris. They advise families and loyal collectors 
and organize auctions with a strong identity, which are rewarded by results that 
are sometimes unequalled. The most recent, A Philosopher: l’Heureux Géomètre 
by Jusepe de RIBERA, which sold for €1,820,000 in 2020. It is this small but highly 
skilled team that allows sellers to benefit from a unique and discreet interlocutor 
and a broad marketing of their treasures, while guaranteeing buyers the assurance of 
excellence in expertise.

la maison de vente daguerre

Specialized in Old Master paintings, Cabinet Turquin appraises over 10,000 paintings 
annually, dating from the Italian primitives to the 19th century. More than 300 
auction houses in France and abroad collaborate today with its experts who rely on 
important in-house documentation and resources as well as a network of consultants, 
who are all highly respected in their fields (specialists, researchers, former curators), 
to consolidate their authentications. Cabinet Turquin has distinguished itself in the 
authentication of important recently rediscovered paintings from the history of art, 
such as the last masterpiece by Caravaggio discovered in Toulouse and a panel by 
Cimabue, the 13th century Italian artist, found in Compiègne, as well as the painting 
by Raden Saleh rediscovered by Maître Ruellan in Vannes in 2018. These are all major 
rediscoveries that have directly contributed to the dynamism of today’s market for 
Old Master paintings.

About

le cabinet turquin
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Page, Residence de style neo-
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Batavia (Djakarta)
©Daguerre
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La Chasse au taureau sauvage 
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