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With this painting, the great master of 
the French still life, François Desportes 
(1661-1743) creates one of his greatest 
masterpieces. Unknown to the art market, 
“Nature morte au trophée de gibier, fruits 
et perroquet sur fond de niche ” (“Still 
life with small game, fruit and parrot 
in a niche”) was authenticated by the 
experts of Cabinet Turquin and will be 
sold at auction on 19 September 2020 by 
Antoine Briscadieu, commissaire-priseur in 
Bordeaux with an estimate of 150-200,000 
euros. This canvas, characteristic of the 
revival of the arts under the Regency of 
Philippe d’Orléans, is likely to have been 
commissioned by the sovereign himself 
either for his new home in the Palais Royal 
or for that of his daughter at the Château 
de la Muette.

An excePtionAl still life by 
frAnçois DesPortes, Previously unrecorDeD 

AnD emblemAtic of the revivAl of the Arts 
in frAnce At the beginning 

of the 18th century.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2xmGX9u3BA&t=12s


The great master of 
French still life painting 
and court painter, 
François Desportes 
(1661-1743) executed 
“Nature morte au 
trophée de gibier, 
fruits et perroquet 
sur fond de niche ” 
in 1716, a time when 
the majority of his 
work was destined for 
the Regent Philippe 
d’Orléans. “Louis XIV 

A perfect example of the artistic 
revival under the regency of Philippe 
d’Orléans

has been dead for a 
year and the Regent 
wished to be freed from 
the official art of the 
Sun King by liberating 
artistic creativity and 
imposing upon it his 
own epicurean tastes. 
This representation of 
an exuberant nature, 
organized within an 
extremely refined 
composition, appears 
as a veritable horn 

of plenty in which 
resonates the sounds 
and the festivities of the 
Regency: a moment of 
grace and carefreeness 
of the French art 
of living”, explains 
Stéphane Pinta, expert 
in Old Master paintings 
at Cabinet Turquin.

Completely new to 
the market, this canvas 
hails from a French 
private collection. “The 
paintings was in the 
South of France, having 
remained in the same 
family over several 
decades. The discovery 
of this painting was a 
real shock, above all 
an esthetic one. Its 
tremendous quality 
suggested a prestigious 

François Desportes 
at the height of his art

provenance, which was 
subsequently confirmed 
by Stéphane Pinta”, 
recounts Antoine 
Briscadieu, French 
auctioneer. For Pierre 
Jacky, specialist of the 
artist’s oeuvre: “this 
still life by François 
Desportes rises to 
the very summit of 
his art and is without 
a doubt one of his 
masterpieces.” Bearing 

an estimate of 150,000 
– 200,000 euros, 
the painting will be 
auctioned on Saturday 
19 September 2020 
by the auction house 
Briscadieu in Bordeaux, 
France.
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Reputed as one of the 
greatest collectors and 
patrons of his time, 
owner of absolute 
masterpieces of 
painting, Philippe 
d’Orléans, at the 
start of his regency, 
sought to enrich his 
collection and decorate 
his new home at the 
Palais Royal. “We 
know that Desportes 
produced at least 

A probable royal provenance

three paintings for the 
“cuisine particulière” 
(“private kitchen”) 
where the Regent 
himself would try his 
hand at new recipes. 
This still life could 
have been intended 
for the apartments 
of the Palais Royal”, 
explains Stéphane 
Pinta. Cabinet Turquin 
has put forth another 
hypothesis regarding 

the painting’s original 
destination. “The use 
of a dolphin motif as 
represented on the 
fountain is probably 
an illusion to the 
Regent’s daughter and 
wife of the “Grand 
Dauphin”. The painting 
could have been 
commissioned by her 
father for the Château 
de La Muette where 
she lived”, says the 
expert.

The Regent Philippe 
d’Orléans loved to hunt 
and regularly invited 
Desportes to join his 
hunting parties so 
that he could create 
sporting scenes or 
trophies just like our 
painting. Hare, grey 
partridge, Mallard 
ducks, Lapwing “the 
assembly of wild game 
blends harmoniously 
into the composition 
through the specific 
positioning of various 

A perfect illusion

details of wings, feet 
and ears of the hare, 
which bring brilliance 
and energy to this 
group of animals with 
a vibrant, shimmering 
brushstroke” enthuses 
Stéphane Pinta. 
Student of the great 
Flemish artists the likes 
of Nicasius Bernaerts 
and Frans Snyders, 
François Desportes 
establishes himself 
as one of the great 
masters of these “vies 

silencieuses” (“silent 
lives”). There is no 
equal, either in quality 
or in the rendering 
of the still life, and 
the present painting 
illustrates this perfectly. 
The artist has worked 
tirelessly to create the 
perfect illusion”, adds 
the expert.
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Practical information:
Sale on Saturday 19 September 2020

Briscadieu Bordeaux
12-14 rue Peyronnet - 33800 Bordeaux

Viewing:
Thursday 17 September 2020: 10AM to 12PM and 2PM to 7PM 

 Friday 18 September: 10AM to 12PM and 2PM to 7PM 
Saturday 19 September 2020: 10AM to 12PM 

François Desportes (1661-1743)
Nature morte au trophée de gibier, fruits et perroquet sur fond de niche 

Oil on canvas - 102,5 x 83 cm
Signed and dated bottom right “Desportes 1716” 

Estimate: 150 000 - 200 000 €

Auction house of: 
Briscadieu Bordeaux

Commissaire-priseur (auctioneer): 
Maître Antoine Briscadieu
Expert: Cabinet Turquin 


